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51st Fighter Wing
 

The 51st Fighter Wing, headquartered at Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea, is the most forward deployed wing in the world, providing combat ready forces for close air support, air strike control, counter air, interdiction, theater airlift, and communications in the defense of the Republic of Korea.  The wing executes military operations to beddown, maintain and employ follow-on forces for the combined arms base that includes three major flying tenants and large multi-service fighting units.

 

History 

Brief Lineage/honors history 
- Constituted 51st Fighter Wing 10 Aug 48
- Activated 18 Aug 48
- Redesignated 51st Fighter-Interceptor Wing 1 Feb 50
- Inactivated 31 May 71
- Redesignated 51st Composite Wing (Tactical) 30 Sep 74
- Redesignated 51st Tactical Fighter Wing 1 Jul 82
- Redesignated 51st Wing 7 Feb 92
- Redesignated 51st Fighter Wing 1 Oct 93 

Fate After WWII
- Sailed for states in Nov 45, inactivated on 13 Dec at Fort Lewis, Wash
- Activated as the 51st Fighter Group on 15 Oct 46 at Yontan Airdome, Okinawa
- Moved to Naha Air Base, Okinawa, 26 May 47
- Converted to F-80s in 1948.  Provided air defense of Ryukus Islands
- Redesignated 51st Fighter Wing on 18 Aug 48 and later the 51st Fighter Inceptor Wing on 1 Feb 50 

Role in Korean War
- Moved from Naha to Itazuke AB Japan in Sep 50 for operations over Korea
- Relocated to Kimpo in early Oct 50
- Pilots engaged in first all jet air-to-air combat on 8 Nov 50
- Chinese intervention forced wing to retreat to Japan in Dec 50
- Using F-80 for ground attack mission destroyed over 7,000 buildings, 70 bridges, 500 railroad cars and 170 supply dumps
- Conveted to F-86 Sabre in late 1950 taking on air superiority mission.  Relocated to Suwon AB in mid 1951
-Fourteen wing pilots became aces, Capt. Joseph McConnell Jr. bacame the leading ace of war with 16 kills
- Wing fliers destroyed 307 MiGs and damaged 285 in aerial combat during war (14 enemy MiGs for every wing F-86 lost)
- Wing provided air defense after the armistice, remaining in Korea until 1954 when init moved back to Naha AB, Japan

Major uses during Cold War and Vietnam War
- Flew F-86s in support of Nationalist Chinese Forces during Taiwan Strait crisis of 1958
-Deployed to Suwon AB with F-102s during Pueblo crisis of 1968, detachment established at Suwon and stayed until 1970
-Inactivated on 31 May 71 

Wartime Achievements/honors
- United Nations Offensive (16 Sep-2 Nov 50)
- Chinese Communist Forces Intervention (3 Nov 50-24 Jan 51)
- First United Nations Counteroffensive (25 Jan-21 Apr 51)
- Chinese Communist Forces Offensive (22 Apr-8 Jul 51)
- United Nations Summer Fall Offensive (9 Jul-27 Nov 51)
- Second Korean Winter (28 Nov 51-30 Apr 52)
- Korea Summer-Fall, 1952 (1 May-30 Nov 52)
- Third Korean Winter (1 Dec 52-30 Apr 53)
- Korea, Summer-Fall 1953 (1 May-27 Jul 53)
- 11 Air Force Outstanding Unit Awards (AFOUA) including the period 1 Nov 95-31 May 97 

Significant Mission Changes/Aircraft since Korean Armistice
- Continuing presence on Korean Peninsula since 1971
- Flew F-4s from early 70’s to 1989
- Took on FAC and CAS missions in early 70s flying OV-10s from 1974-82
- Received A-10s in 1982 and OA-10s in 1989
- First F-16s arrived in 1988. Was the first LANTIRN equipped wing in PACAF
- Added theater airlift mission in 1992 with addition of C-12 aircraft

 

Mission

 

Provide mission ready forces to execute and support sustained combat operations as directed by the Air Component Commander.

 

Vision

 

The 51st Fighter Wing providing preeminent, stability, premier combat support and precise combat operations on demand.

